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“Choosing Your Future”
As citizens of our Maa-nulth First Nations, we’re nearing the day when we will cast our ballots for our future.
The treaty was created through intense negotiations over a period of 13 years. We were guided through those
negotiations with principles that came from our strong history, from our leaders and families of yesterday, and
from our members of today. Our ancestors never gave up ﬁghting for recognition of our place in our homelands,
and we continued to carry that torch through this modern-day process. The treaty is an option for change
that is available to us today; an opportunity to use the tools in the treaty to create a better world for our future
generations. At this point it is useful to think of the treaty as a toolbox rather than the ultimate answer to our
problems.

The Treaty as a “Toolbox”:
Provides tools for present and future generations to use to build our future in our territories:
•

Exclusive rights over Treaty Lands and their resources owned by our Nations

•

Harvesting rights throughout our entire traditional territories

•

Cultural, economic, and governance rights throughout our entire traditional territories

•

Ability to govern ourselves and make laws appropriate for us

•

Ongoing ﬁnancial resources for existing programs and services

•

Additional ﬁnancial resources with which to create healthy communities and generate further wealth for
our Nations and for and by our members
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Recognizes and conﬁrms the extent of our territories and our deﬁnes our rights therein
Conﬁrms and deﬁnes our rights throughout our territories and beyond
The Treaty fundamentally changes our situation in that it changes our relationships with other
governments. With these tools we will once again have the power and the ability to control our own
lives. The treaty provides us and our future generations with the ability, opportunity, and responsibility
to:
Create healthy communities
Revitalize and incorporate our traditional forms of government, including the roles and responsibilities of our
Ha’wiih
Re-establish and re-afﬁrm our presence and role throughout our Ha-houlthee (culturally, socially,
economically)
We encourage Maa-nulth members to consider the tools available to us today in the
Maa-nulth Treaty to create a better future for our future generations!

“CONTROL OVER NATURAL RESOURCES ON MAA-NULTH LANDS IS INTEGRAL TO ANY SOUND ECONOMIC PLANS. WE NEED TO
KNOW WITH ASSURANCE THAT WE CONTROL OUR LANDS AND THE RESOURCES ON THEM.”

- CHIEF BERT MACK (HA-WILTH DEETS’KEESIP) TOQUAHT NATION

Prior to contact with
Europeans
1) Lands and Resources
• ... the responsibility to use and
manage the lands and resources of
their Ha-houlthee was bestowed upon
our Ha’wiih

Under the Indian Act (present)

1) Lands and Resources
• “use and occupation” (not ownership) of small
Indian Reserves in our territories (Maa-nulth First
Nation Indian Reserves are only 0.006% of our
traditional territories)
• development is quickly over-taking our territories;
we have had limited access to resources or
opportunities

A Future on the Treaty Road

1) Lands and Resources
• Treaty Lands owned by First Nations and governed by
laws created by us
• Treaty Lands protected by our own Constitutions and
the Constitution of Canada
• involvement throughout our territories (economic,
cultural, governance, management and resource
harvesting)

• others have been getting rich off of our resources
while we have little or no involvement
• increasing inﬂux of people and new developments
in our territories
2) Governance, wealth and growth
• ... our Ha’wiih had the responsibility
to care for everything within their Hahoulthee, including their muschuum
(their people)
• ... our Ha’wiih, with advice and
guidance from their specialists and
advisors, exercised their roles and
responsibilities in their territories
and to their muschuum in a way
that sustained our First Nations for
thousands of years before contact
• ... our Ha’wiih were responsible
to oversee the generation and
distribution of wealth within our Nation
and to care for the needs of the
people

2) Governance, wealth and growth

2) Governance, wealth and growth

• ... imposed system of government as deﬁned by
the Indian Act

• ... revitalized governments created by us according to
our constitutions and our own history and unique situation

• ... Band Councils have limited delegated powers
that are overseen by the Minister of Indian Affairs in
Ottawa

• ... law making authority in areas of signiﬁcant
importance to our survival as a distinct people - including
government and governance matters, lands and
resources, community and social matters (including
education)

• ... all decisions about lands, resources, money,
require ﬁnal approval of the Minister of Indian Affairs
• ... through our efforts with other Nuu-chahnulth Tribes, Maa-nulth First Nations have
managed to wrestle some authorities away from
the governments, but they remain as delegated
authorities
• ... programs and services are generally designed
by others and funding is limited to parameters
deﬁned by governments
• ... limited ability to provide services to members
who do not reside on Indian Reserve Lands
• ... limited economic opportunities due to lack of
access to resources and restrictions of Indian Act

• ... involvement of the people through People’s Assembly
and other membership-based bodies outlined in our
constitutions
• ... on-going funding for programs and services
• ... ability to design enhanced programs and services to
meet our own needs and priorities of all of our people no
matter where they reside
• ... opportunities to generate wealth through ﬁnancial
aspects of the treaty
• ... the First Nation Government is accountable directly
to the people

OTHER OPTIONS TO TREATY... ARE THEY OPTIONS?
If Maa-nulth members choose not to ratify the treaty, First Nations will still have to confront the difﬁcult
issue of how to change our lives and construct a healthy and productive future for our future generations,
especially in the context of the current systems that govern our lives and provide us with little or no control
of our lives. It would appear that we might only have 2 possible other options . These would be:
1) Stay the same (“status quo”) and do nothing:
•

Indian Act resulted in a gradual and deliberate disempowerment of our people

•

This system has not worked for our people for the last 150 years

•

Through recent court victories that took many years to achieve, some opportunities now exist for us
to be “accommodated” for infringements on our aboriginal rights

•

But, if we are being “accommodated”, that means that someone else is getting the primary beneﬁt
and we are still left out of the big picture; still left ﬁghting for recognition of our rights on a “tree-bytree” basis

•

Would the very system that is not working for us now somehow enable us to make
fundamental changes in our lives? Likely not ...

OR
2) Stay the same (“status quo”) and try litigation and/or international avenues to seek recognition
of our rights:
•

Extremely costly and ﬁlled with uncertainty and further lengthy discussions and negotiations

•

Any “victory” in these arenas lead us back to the negotiating table to negotiate the very issues that
we have negotiated for 13 years in the treaty.

•

Courts or international tribunals will never restore or deﬁne our rights in our territories; we will
always have to negotiate those with the other governments

•

Consider that the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en Nations spent $25 million and after many years and
various levels of courts achieved a signiﬁcant victory in the Delgamuuk’w decision about 10 years
ago ... today, they are at the negotiating table negotiating the same issues as we negotiated over the
past 13 years in the Maa-nulth Treaty

•

Given the rate of development in our territories and the rate at which our resources are
disappearing, do we have either the time or the money to use these avenues and expect they will
result in a net beneﬁt to us? Likely not...
We encourage Maa-nulth members to consider the tools available to us today in the
Maa-nulth Treaty to create a better future for our future generations!

